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Overview and Collaborative “Abstract”: This workshop was designed as a preliminary 
test of interdisciplinarity, wherein biblical scholars undertook a rigorous assignment of 
recent and classic works on Shakespeare textual criticism, and Shakespeare scholars 
undertook the same with Biblical text criticism.  The workshop itself was organized 
around a kind of “brainstorming” session, concentrating on shared methods, problems, 
and themes (and recognizing a few modes of inquiry we simply don’t share).  On the 
whole, though, we investigated and affirmed a number of mutual concerns that could 
undergird a robust investigation we might title Towards A New Study of Shakespeare and 
the Bible: source criticism, reception history, and rhetoric.  Our next step will be to 
reconvene all members in a conference funded by Claremont Graduate University’s 
School of Arts and Humanities, to be held on the Claremont campus in Spring 2020, after 
which the proceedings will be published as part of an ongoing series from SBL Press. 
	


